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is that we get to some of the changes to the bill that need to
be made, 1in order to make those of us who believe conceptually
in this, accept it conceptually, more comfortable with it
technically. And I am supportive of Landis' amendment, the
Landis amendment that's before us, because I think it does a
piece of it. As best I can understand, from looking at it, the
Landis amendment is somewhat similar to Senator Howard's
amendment, and we've divided it into pieces. I very much would
like to get to Senator Redfield's amendment, which deals with
eminent domain, which is a piece that I think is essential for
us to bring the technical pieces together. That is what...there
is the argument, the whole argument about whether or not you
agree that this is a useful tool for tourism development. I
happen to believe that it is; I happen to believe that the
projects that are in front of us right now as potentially using
this are all things that would improve our tourism. I think
that's something that we need to do. But I want to be able to
get to some of the technical aspects of the bill, that we can
make better, make more...make sure that we have something that
is more defensible than some of the aspects of what happened in
Kansas. But most of the arguments about what happened in Kansas
had to do with the speedway, and less about some of the other
parts of the development. And so it is essential for us to have
the technical pieces in place that we would like. That's why I
really hope that we are able to deal with the amendments that we
have in front of us and get the bill in better shape. One of
the issues that I feel strongly about, that I would 1like to
consider if this bill is to move forward, is to consider the...a
small portion of the recapture that might be used for tourism
more broadly. So right now the bill calls for 75 percent of the
recapture of the sales tax to go to paying off the bonds. I
would prefer to look at maybe 5 percent of that going into
tourism more broadly. I think that if you look at that piece
and then 1look at the numbers that Senator Landis has talked
about, in terms of the 25 percent that the state would retain,
the sales tax being $2.8 million I think is what he said, I
mean, those things, I think, make it very easy to go out to the
public and explain why this was a good investment for the state.
We really were one of the states that spends the least on
tourism. We really have to do more. This is a way that allows
us to invest in a Nebraska company, where most of the stock is
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