TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office
FLOOR DEBATE

May 11, 2005 LB 425

the same time, you can look and see what that $15 million got
us. I was at the Battle Creek High School senior dinner. And
all the seniors stand up and they say what they're doing. One
kid stands up and he says, I'm going into the drafting program
at Northeast Community College so I can go get one of those new
jobs that Vulcraft, Nucor are going to have in two years or
less. There's a real-life connection--a kid getting training,
going to school, that connects him with a job that leaves him in
his area, in his county. That's what job training does. And as
Senator Cunningham points out, anywhere from $35,000 to $77,000
job, depending on which plant he's at. Fifteen million bucks on
the table in two years. You can look at the results. And you
can hold the state accountable. You can hold the people
accountable that voted for it. And you can rub it in our face
if it doesn't work. But if you take $5 million, you're not
guaranteed the result that you got with $15 million. You've got
to demand the accountability. And this is economic development
that has a balance sheet at the end of the day, where you can
find out what worked and what didn't, and how much the state has
benefited from those programs. Job training connects those
people with real-life jobs in Nebraska. Senator Beutler implied
in his talk that the university was not fully funded. From my
vantage point, the university did fairly well this year, as well
as others. And I don't know enough about the appropriations
process, as a new senator, to tell you how it should have worked
politically or procedurally. All I know is, when I came to the
Legislature, they talked about job training, and that's what I'm
focused on. I'm focused on the substantive issue of job
training, not the procedural issues involving how we got to
where we are with job training. And maybe it's 9:00, and maybe
we're thinking about the procedure more than the substance. But
let's focus on what the $15 million can do, and that's grow
Nebraska, and that's create jobs, and get the training for the
people that need it. And if it doesn't work, fine. Send it
back to General Funds, the leftover money. Spend it on all the
other programs, and never do it again. But this has a balance
sheet, and it's a balance sheet you can check yourself at the
end of the term. Thank you, Mr. President.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Flood. Senator Schrock,
followed by Senators Baker and Brashear.
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