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I think it's an appropriate time to look at changes when you're
significantly increasing the amount of money running through a
program. So I hope that that will generate some additional
discussion. And I hope you will follow our more traditional
forms of handling these matters, rather than using this
particular process, which was never, at least as far as I know,
discussed in the Appropriations Committee as we were going
through the budget process. Thank you.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Beutler. Senator Baker.

SENATOR BAKER: Thank you, Senator Cudaback and members. I know
there's questions being raised about the amount of money here.
But it provides a great deal of flexibility to the state of
Nebraska when they're recruiting businesses. And I like to go
back to specific examples of how this affects my district, a
very rural district,southwest Nebraska. Several of us met with
the company out at North Carolina. It seems like...ironic that
Senator Kremer is talking about North Carolina and Ohio. But
this particular company is headquartered in North Carolina, but
also has a production facility, employs, I think, between 90 and
100 people, 1in Ohio. This was a trailer manufacturing company
that came to us, and actually is going to locate, I believe, in
Furnas County. That would be, Beaver City is the county seat of
Furnas County. About 15 employees to begin with. And you
say, 15? But Beaver City is a small town, and 15
employees...and they're skilled jobs, with benefits. They need
certified welders. And they're...the president of the company
and the CFO were concerned about obtaining certified welders in
a very rural area. I'm a farmer, and about any farmer can weld,
but I'm certainly not certified. So Mid-Plains Community
College has a mobile welding lab that they move around the area.
And this would be very fitting for what they need to do in
Beaver City, to train these welders to be certified. And that
was one of the issues that we brought forward, which was a big
plus. But now, if we can help them out by...and we contacted
the Mid-Plains Community College, I did, their administrative
people there in McCook, and said, you need to contact this
company, and so on. And I think...I assume they have. And they
will probably be setting up a welding class, I would assume,
sometime this summer down there. 1It's a mobile classroom in a
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