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unskilled labor, we have lots of that in Nebraska. And they're
moving in here every day. Now, what we want to do with those
unskilled people is give them skills so they can get better
paying jobs. And that's what...

SENATOR CUDABACK PRESIDING
SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR ENGEL: ...this job training is all about. So with
that, I'll wait for further debate. Thank you.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Engel. Senator Bourne,
followed by Senator Beutler and others.

SENATOR BOURNE: Thank you, Mr. President, members. All right.
I jumped the gun a little bit here. When Senator Engel
indicated that the extent of the job training was 81-1201.21, I
was concerned, because that language is so broad that it would
basically allow DED to give money for any job training
activities, including employee  assessment, reemployment
training, on-the-job training, training equipment cost, things
of that nature. And so I was...when I first read this, 1 was
very concerned that we're going from a $1 million...roughly a
$1 million appropriation to a $15 million or $16 million
appropriation, without a 1lot of oversight. That is not
accurate. If you go on and read the rest of the section,
81-1202 talks about what grants are. They're very narrowly
defined. It talks about, in 81-1203--and I'd urge each of you

to read through this. It's 81-1202 through 81-...it looks
like 1211. And it's very narrowly defined as to what this money
can be used for. Again, they define what grants are. They

require that a business applying for the training grant have a
specified business plan, which talks about the number of jobs
created, things of that nature. Talks about how the DED can
approve these grants, and what limits are placed on them. It
requires--and this is something that's appealing to me--it
requires reports. The business must tell how the grants were
used, and the results thereof. It puts on the Department of
Economic Development a duty to monitor and audit the project and
audit the grants and the progress and the...what came out of
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