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Tribe. So that deces concern me. And in addition to that, we
have many, many, many, many, in fact I believe most of the
Native American women in this state live off reservation, and I
wanted to know if that was part of your thinking when you put
this together or not, and what would be your intent if you think
language needs to be massaged?

SENATOR CUDABACK: Senator Howard, would you respond?

SENATOR HOWARD: I appreciate that question, and I think that's
very legitimate. When we looked at the numbers, when we looked
at the needs, it boiled down to two things. First, the highest
need is among the Native American population, the Native
American mom-to-be; and second, when you take it county, by
county, by county and look at the areas where this is
concentrated, Thurston County, where the reservation is located,
comes up with the highest number--29 percent of the live births.
That's an incredibly high figure for the state of Nebraska when
you consider that some of our populations have 1less than
1 percent. And so this is why I put this specific wording in
there, to really try to get at where I saw the core of the
problem being. And, yes, there are...there are Native American
pregnant women living in all areas, in Omaha certainly, but
these individuals do have services available more readily than
pregnant women up on the reservation. And I think there's a
greater knowledge base of the women that are living in a larger
community, such as Omaha, where their support systems would
provide different information. And to add to that, to add to
that, the culture on the reservation is one of very little hope.
And when a society of people...

SENATOR SCHIMEK: Senator,...

SENATOR HOWARD: 1I'm sorry. This is your time.
SENATOR SCHIMEK: ...may I?

SENATOR HOWARD: This is your time. I'm sorry.

SENATOR SCHIMEK: I know you're advocating.
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