TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office
FLOOR DEBATE

May 10, 2005 LB 500

Revenue Committee who did not support the bill, and I will tell
you that the eminent domain issue, for me, was overwhelming.
And since it was not stricken from the bill, I honestly could
not support any element of it. I will tell you there was one
part of it, though, that I thought was worthwhile because it
talked about really local governments having control, and that
was the ability for a local government, county in this instance,
to actually levy a sales tax within the district that was being
formed if, in fact, there was still a municipality outside of
that district that had a sales tax. Currently, we don't allow
that authority, and I thought that that was an element of local
control and I actually liked it. We were talking about a local
Nebraska business and, of course, we wanted to find a way to
support that. But at the same time, we have always been very,
very careful in not expanding our definition for tax credits to
the retail sector, mainly because retailers go where the people
are. And if they want the marketplace, they will come. So the
question is whether it's really a tourism issue. Well, there
are those on the floor who would argue that it is. I would tell
you it probably isn't. But I know that in Minneapolis there is
a mall that has been built and it has an amusement park in the
center and there are people who actually get on an airplane and
they fly there just to shop. Now we haven't offered that here.
Perhaps that would be able to qualify under the terms of the
bill. But because I was very concerned about some of the other
elements, the richness of the package, and certainly the eminent
domain issue, I will confess to you that I did not study in
great depth in the Revenue Committee some of the other elements
with the bonding, and so I do have some questions for Senator
Landis if I could address those.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Senator Landis, would you yield to a guestion
of Senator Redfield?

SENATOR LANDIS: 1I'll do my best.

SENATOR REDFIELD: Senator Landis, I had someone ask me in the
lobby about the bonding issue, and I had to be honest, I really
didn't know whether I could support bonding. And so I went home
and I started doing my homework and I started really looking
through things. And one thing I'm not clear on is who owns the
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