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Not people who pay the tax, but they were tax collectors--the
cities, the counties, the telecommunications sector, who collect
taxes for us with the telephone bills. The financial sector,
certainly, as I spoke before, have to send out those notices and
let us know, in fact, if there has been interest paid on any of
the accounts that people have. So they're an intricate part of
our collection of income taxes. Industry withholding,
withholding taxes for both the state and the federal
governments--they're, in a sense, tax collectors for the state.
And what I don't believe I've ever seen in a study is the cost
of the tax collection. There are some taxes that actually cost
us more than others to administer, and we've never finitely
defined what that cost is. If you collect a dollar in taxes and
it costs you a penny for administrative costs, that's probably a
pretty fair trade-off. But if, in fact, out of that dollar it's
costing you 80 cents for administrative costs, that's not a
smart tax, because you're pulling too much money out of the
economy, and you're not seeing the benefit on the dollars
available for governments to spend. At the same time, I think
we need to look at the cost to the economy of the different
taxes, so that, in fact, we don't have a negative impact on our
economy from our collection of taxes in one method or another.
So I think that this is one piece we don't have, is the cost of
tax collection, the various methods, the various types of taxes.
We're talking structure. Whether this commission would actually
get into that or not, I don't know. But I think that it would
be important to have the people who collect the taxes there to
actually have some of those discussions. I think it would be
important to have the input from economists on those
discussions, as well. I am intrigued by Senator Jensen's idea,
however, because, in fact, we do know that there's a lot of
expertise that's going to walk out the door of the Legislature
here, and there may be more buy-in from the body if legislators
are more involved in the process. It's not about having
different entities stake out their turf and say, I'm being taxed
too much. T don't think anybody is going to tell us they're not
being taxed enough. And so I don't believe that's the purpose
of the study.

PRESIDENT SHEEHY: One minute.
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