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SENATOR JENSEN: And so I think that--and we're going to be
looking at some of those issues this next week--but I think
there are some very troubling times ahead if we don't address
our tax picture. You want to do that through this bill? You
want to do that through some other entity? We can certainly
look at that. But when I look into the crystal ball ahead, I
have great concern, great concern. The national...if we would
have grown just what the national growth has been, this state
would have, rather than 1.7 million people, 4 million people in
it. That shows you how far we are behind. How do you catch up?
I don't know. I do know that we have people leaving this state
because of taxes, all the time. Many of my constituents are
moving away. Many of my peers are moving to Florida, moving to
Nevada, where there aren't taxes. And that's going to continue,

unless we get this tax picture at least a little more fair.
And. ..

PRESIDENT SHEEHY: Time.
SENATOR JENSEN: Thank you.
PRESIDENT SHEEHY: Senator Redfield.

SENATOR REDFIELD: Thank you, Mr. President, members of the
body. I thought I would stand up, because Senator Chambers may
be running out of things to talk about, and perhaps I can come
back to some of the discussion I had before. I firmly believe
that there clearly is only one taxpayer in this state, and
that's the people. It's the workers. We can say we tax
businesses, but in fact we don't, because it's the workers who
cannot receive more in their wages and benefits from the
employer, because of the dollars that are paid out. And so, in
essence, whatever the tax that is paid or collected, no matter
who it flows through, it always comes from the people, and it
has to be the people who are working. So perhaps I was not
clear. I was having a discussion with Senator Landis. The one
thing that I don't believe we have ever studied, or at least I
have not seen a study, is the cost of the actual collection.
And when I looked at some of the members that were in the
representation here on the commission, they were tax collectors.

5189



