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that we have been having. I do commend Senator Burling for
bringing this issue before us. I do think it is too big of an
issue to try to do during an interim study. We do need a longer
time, which would...which he provides in his proposal. Thinking
about Senator Jensen and what he was proposing, I believe that
possibly a portion of those 20 senators, that that might be
something that might work. But I would not suggest that all 20,
just automatically, all 20 of those senators serve, because
there may not be the interest of all of the senators that are
leaving the Legislature next year. So...and I think also,
Senator Raikes mentioned...it's an...I believe it is very
important, it would be important, to have some senators that are
going to be around for a number of years to also serve on this
task force. During the years I've been involved in a number of
task forces. Senators are usually committed when they have made
that commitment to serve on a particular task force or a
commission. I believe one of the most successful task forces
that I served on was the higher education one, chaired by
Senator Pederson, which was made up primarily of senators. And
I can see this commission working in the very same way, in the
fact that you bring the expertise in as you are having your
meetings. I believe that a facilitator is of utmost importance,
particularly in this area that would be discussed. We also have
a lot of staff that, during the summer, do have time to
accumulate those facts and the information, if they are given
the designation to do that. So I believe it could work. I
believe that it is important that we look at this issue. I also
believe there are some things to work out, but I would suggest
we move the bill on, and then at Select File we could address
some of those issues that still need to be addressed. I would
not support Senator Jensen's. I'm not going to support his
amendment. I know that healthcare is important, but I don't see
it in the area of taxes. We don't pay taxes on healthcare
services. I don't see the relevance, particularly, of that
particular area in this commission, so I would have trouble
supporting that. But again, I do believe that the idea, it is a
good idea. 1It's been a number of years since we have studied
this issue. Again, it 1is important that we have senators
involved, and I think that that can certainly be worked out.
With that, I would give the rest of my time back to the Chair.
Thank you.
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