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somewhere. But what we have done, and what was passed several
years ago, is we went to one group and asked them to do a better
job of recordkeeping, accountability, and send in some more
money. That was the sales tax on the labor for reconstruction
and remodeling. That was a very complicated issue. You know,
initially, there was to be a sales tax on attorneys, CPAs, and
several other different entities. But they fought that. They
did not want that. They had power to do that. But which group
didn't have the power and the money behind them to fight it, so
that that wouldn't come down to them? And it was put down to
them. And I'm not happy about that, and I never will be, until
it gets taken off. By creating this board, I think we're going
to run into, probably, the same situation, you know. The
powerful ones that are appointed on that committee and that
commission are going to be the ones that are going to rule. The
weaker ones, the ones that do not have the ability financially
behind them to really enforce what they want to accomplish,
they're not going to get anything done. I don't know if this is
the right direction to go, but I think we need to do something.
I don't think we'll really accomplish a 1lot with this
commission, but I can't say so for sure or not. But that is the
concern that I have, is that I think there needs to be a policy
change as to how we want to accumulate revenue from the state of
Nebraska. No matter what you do, it's going to affect someone.
But if we can have a very, very broad sales tax, or some type of
structure where everyone contributes, because everyone does
benefit from the revenue that is given to the state of Nebraska,
no matter whether it's roads, services, or anything like that.
So that 1is what 1I'm really concerned about. You know, let's
really take a serious look at it. If we develop this
commission, are we going to be any better off than we are right
now? It's hard to convince the 49 of us as to exactly what
direction we'd go to. So that is a concern of mine. I'm going
to be listening to the debate.

PRESIDENT SHEEHY: One minute.

SENATOR STUTHMAN: I think something needs to be done, but I do

not know whether this is the right direction to go yet. Thank
you.
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