TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office
FLOOR DEBATE

May 5, 2005 LB 425

it's over, we're all laughing together with each other. But it
is a very serious issue. I'm serious about this amendment. I
know it's not going to be adopted. But whenever something comes
before us that can blur the line between church and...between
the state and religion, I'm going to stand and try to stop that
from happening. I know this amendment has no chance, but there
are many things which were deemed to be lost causes because
people didn't have the imagination, they didn't have the vigor,
they didn't have the tenacity to work the issue until they got
it to turn around. Now when you deal with something that is
hidebound or covered with barnacles, something huge and looming,
it reminds me of an analogy that I often give. 1If you're flying
a Piper Cub, which is a small airplane, you can maneuver and
turn that little airplane, go up and down, a lot more easily, a
lot more quickly in your individual maneuvers, than if you have
one of these jumbo jets. The jumbo jet is so large that if it's
going to make a turn, it has to make a 1long, wide, slow turn
because there is so much momentum going in one direction that to
alter it, you have to do it slowly, gradually. There's a lot of
inertia 1in this thing that I'm dealing with, so I have to start
early in the morning and try to get something done. But I'm
going to sensitize my colleagues to the line that is to exist
between church and state. Render unto Caesar that which is
Caesar's, and you all know the rest of it, but you don't want to
do it. I'm going to continue on these issues. One of the
things that I have managed to achieve, and it's not mentioned by
the media or anybody else when they're trying to give me credit
for having done something, is to get rid of an aid program where
the money was available only to private schools, and most of
them religious, only to private schools, although the students
going to private schools had access to all the other funds. So
it took me a while but I finally got that done away with. It
takes somebody willing to fight and fight and fight, and that's
what I'm prepared to do. People such as myself take our lumps,
but what doesn't kill us makes us stronger. That's why, as the
day wears on, the session wears on, we get stronger. We get in
a zone, we become more enthusiastic, more energetic. We don't

have to stop to eat. We don't go sponge and mooch off the
lobbyists. I don't know if the lobbyists are going to feed you
all this evening, but let me tell you this. Don't be so

ungrateful that you come in here with the odors and the crumbs

5072



