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in both instances. I pay a lot of property taxes, and I don't
mind that because education, to me, like I've said before, is a
great equalizer. If you get a good education, I don't care
where you come from or your ethnic or background or anything
else, a good education effort on your part, you can do anything
anybody else can do. So I believe in education. I don't mind
paying my taxes, but this is a small token that we can do for
the parents. This is for the parents of these students who are
going to private schools. They're all...they are not all
Catholic schools. There are different religious schools, other
private schools that benefit from this. And the situation is,
individual parents of individual students attending
state-approved private schools make individual requests to
borrow textbooks through the public school districts in which
they reside. The local school districts calculate the amount of
funding necessary to purchase the textbooks requested and apply
for that amount from the state Department of Education. If the
aggregate amount of requests for funding exceeds the available
appropriation, then prorated reductions are made. So they do
loan the textbooks to the parents for their children attending
nonpublic schools. So as far as I'm concerned, I'm
not...Senator Friend mentioned about how many private students
there are in Nebraska, and if you want to use some figures,
there are about 40,000, approximately, and I figure that that
saves the taxpayers about $299 million a year. If you calculate
it, that's a $7,476 average for public school costs. So that's
a savings, but that is not the point here, because we
don't...again, I'm not using that as a crutch here to get your
vote to defeat this amendment, but just information for those
who aren't aware of that. But we do that by choice. We do that
by choice. We're not complaining about how much money we spend
or how much we're saving. But if that would...if they all would
close...Senator Chambers was talking about where we could use
these few dollars in other areas of education. If these schools
would close, well you'd really be searching for a dollar. So I
do oppose the amendment. It has been working very effectively
for many, many years, and I think it has aided a lot of
families. And of course, it's for the children. And it's for
the children, it's not for us. So I do appreciate your vote no
on this amendment. Thank you.
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