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talking about. Why are we dealing with this right now? I don't
think it's coincidence. Again, I just had approached some of
the folks here on the floor and talked about, is there a number
that's better than this? Because, you know to me, we're arguing
about whether there was an agreement or not. Nothing is written
down on paper. I don't know how we're going to...well, except
for Senator Mines has something...has some, you know, dialogue
from two years in the floor debate. Goodness, 1 hope nobody
goes back and, you know, and grabs...well, now they will, but
grabs the dialogue that I've thrown out there, holds to me to
that type of standard. Obviously, I want to do something for
the...for our local communities. This makes since, but it
appears to me that there's an argument or disagreement over
whether there was, you know, really a concrete deal cut or not.
And I would even go so far as to say whether this is the right
amount . I even brought it up, like I said, off the record a
couple...on a couple of occasions. If this isn't the right
amount, I'd like to find out what is. But frankly, I stand by
what I said before. If we're going to do something like this
which, to me, doesn't rise, you know, to the level of some of
the other things that we've been talking about today, yesterday,
and the day before, then we ought to revisit some of these
issues, and we ought to really start putting great and serious
thought, I believe, into some of these other points that people
think are frivolous, because I do think this is politically
motivated. Not necessarily by Senator Mines, Senator Bourne or
even myself. I think it's politically motivated because of what
I brought up before. I don't think it's coincidence that it's
here. Of politicians, managers, in the city of Omaha and other
places, thumping their chest and talking about how they haven't
had to raise taxes. It's not a political thing from that
standpoint; it's a practical thing. Why haven't they had to?
Well, we did it for them. They've got the money; now they want
more. I guess I'm willing to give it to them, but I'm willing
to talk about how much it should be. I guess I'd leave it at
that. How much should it be? If this isn't the right amount,
let's talk about what the amount is. Maybe this is the right
amount . If we're going to just keep talking about whether
there's an agreement or whether there wasn't, whether there was
an agreement or not, I don't think we're going to get anywhere.
We're going to sit here for another 45 minutes talking, you
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