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probably...it was a complicated time. We did have the MIRF bill
in the committee, and it...Senator Thompson was going to sunset
it. That's true. And what we did...I think as I recall, we
didn't know it till we got to the floor that MIRF...or that
Lincoln had bonded against MIRF, and so there was an
understanding, a deal if you'd like to say, cut as to whether we
would take care of Lincoln and provide the rest of the money.
My best memory is it's like it is in the book, it's page 111,
it's very similar to the handing out...handout that Senator
Pederson had. And the reason is, when...and as I read the
transcript, Senator Thompson said it was going...we would sunset
MIRF in two years, eventually then we ended up sunsetting and
going till 2009, continuing MIRF. So in my mind, we've done
exactly what was implied, if not clearly stated at that time,
because MIRF now goes to 2009. That money is restored. If you
look at the status, we did add...that $3 million has been added
back to MIRF. It may have been...I admit, it may have been
implied to some that we would also add another $3 million to the
aid to cities. I find that hard to really believe that we...I
really thought that at least back then, and maybe many others.
Otherwise, we'd be restoring $6 million if we go by the deal
that is being recalled here, $3 million more, putting MIRF back
to 2009 1instead of, by the way, of killing MIRF completely,
which was the original intent of Senator Thompson's debate. And
we had intensive debate in committee on that. And then we would
also then continue adding back to the aid to the cities, which
would have been a restoration of $6 million. This way, there's
$3 million restored instead of $6 million. And I admit I'm not
clear as to whether it was really said, and I often tried to say
in our transcripts to say exactly what we mean because this is
where many times good, honest people I think disagree, because
our memory isn't perfect. We're already talking two years ago.
And it was kind of in the heat of the battle, if you remember.
It was probably a week later than this, and we were getting
anxious to try to settle the budget. But I really don't believe
that we intended to restore $6 million in the future, because
MIRF did come back, and it's going to 2009. That was part of
it. MIRF would continue because, as I recall, Lincoln had bonds
against that. I don't know how long it goes but I would guess
it's at least two, three, or four more years, so they are going
to need that money. And I think there's many of us, I won't be
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