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Department of Health and Human Services. The people who run the
group homes are supposed to be in contact with the neighborhoods
and letting neighborhoods go...know what's happening. That's
not happening the way it should, and so there is a fearful
relationship growing in many places between the homes and the
neighborhoods the homes are in, and that's a very, very
unfortunate development. The...and some of the things that they
need to do that they're not allowing to be done doesn't have
anything, arguably, whatsoever to do with provider rates, but
things like opposing in committee fine...a fine and penalty
system that would apply to providers that applies to other kinds
of providers but not to them. And they are resisting that, and
that is one of the mechanisms by which some leverage can be
brought on providers to perform up to standards. So there are a
whole series of things that I think they need to react to.

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR BEUTLER: I don't think they can come to us and just ask
for more and more money until there's some response and some
promise and commitment, and statutory change backing up that
promise and commitment, to operate in a different way, to
operate in a way that makes more sense for the clients that they
serve and will allow them to better serve those clients and to
operate in a way that gains the confidence of the communities in
which they live. They've had problems in Lincoln. I know
they've had problems in Kearney, and the more recent information
I've gotten 1is that these sorts of problems are not being
solved, and that people are switching places and there's
finagling going on. They really need, I think, to get their act
together and come to us and say, we're going to operate in a
different fashion but we do need more money to do that. And 1

think 1if they did that, there would be a little more...I know
there would be...

SENATOR CUDABACK: Time, Senator Beutler.

SENATOR BEUTLER: ...a little more openness on my part to
respond. Thank you.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator. On with discussion,
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