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can compare those dollars that you earn in interest from vyour
certificates of deposit or any other accounts that you have at a
financial institution. So again, they are intricately connected
with our tax structure. You see that the representative from
the education community is not a collector of tax. But they are
certainly a big user of tax in this state. And the anomaly,
actually, that was left in this group of eight is the production
agriculture member. I think that's probably a recognition of
the burden on the property tax level from that particular
segment of our society. Because in numbers, they're very small.
But in dollars of property taxes, they're very large. And so I
believe that there was a reason why the Revenue Committee
happened to select those eight out of the list that was in the
original bill. The committee statement, if you go through, we
eliminated the director of DED. We eliminated the Tax
Commissioner, someone, certainly with expertise. We eliminated
the Property Tax Administrator, again, someone with a lot of
expertise. A representative of the tourism industry; a
representative of retailers, and they actually do collect sales
taxes; a tax policy expert appointed from a 1list from the
Revenue Committee was eliminated; the NRD; and the health sector
was also eliminated, remembering that in fact the health sector
doesn't collect sales taxes, we don't charge tax on healthcare.
Now, the committee as it is formed would have...or, the
commission, I should say, has the authority to commission other
research or presentations from institutions of higher learning
in this state, so they can actually draw the economists and the
other experts to come in and speak with them. And that is why
there are some dollar appropriations in there. They can also
hire a meeting facilitator. Whether in fact anyone will pay
attention to the recommendations of this commission is open to
question. Because in fact, we've often gathered a lot of
information. We've seen a lot of studies. We've certainly seen
studies that have been produced by academics in other states.
And we can glean a lot of information from them. Actually, it
comes down to political will, what the body is willing to do
with the information they have. And that's why it's important
to have legislators involved if there is a commission, or there
will be no buy-in, and there will be no results. If we're going
to do another study, let's make sure that...
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