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Remember, this is intent language in the budget bill. This
isn't law. And we already have policy and programs in our

current law that we could also funnel this money into, because I
agree with Senator Brown, I think this has morphed into
something that's now become so vague we aren't exactly sure how
the money would be used, and we are now going to have a pilot
program with multiyear aspects to it, and I'm not sure we need
another program, and that it may be best to find General Fund
money and put it into these kinds of...

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR THOMPSON: ...assistance. I would...is this one minute
on Senator Brown's time or my time? Excuse me. Hello?

SENATOR CUDABACK: You have 51 more seconds on Senator Brown's
time and then it's your time, Senator Thompson.

SENATOR THOMPSON: Okay. I lost my thought. When we look at
this, we have two choices. We...the original use of this money
by the department was to be able to strengthen and improve their
services and processes and training so that we can continue to
get this money from the federal government. That money would
stay 1if you don't appropriate it to this other purpose. This
new purpose...and I'm going to tell you a story from when I was
a county commissioner and I worked on...this is back...I'm so
old that this is back when social services were a county
government function. It wasn't always a part of state
government as it is now. And...

SENATOR CUDABACK: It's now your time, Senator.

SENATOR THOMPSON: Okay. And I'm telling you this story to
prepire you for what I think could be a conflict with the way
the ianguage reads here and what our current statute is, the
intent language. And I got a call from a person who was on
welfare, complaining about our welfare department, and she went
through this whole deal of what was wrong and this was wrong and
that was wrong, and she didn't have this and she didn't have
that, and her kids were going to...she didn't have enough food
and all, a 1lot of other things. Found out later this was
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