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argument to get me to change from what these people have

concluded. This has been heard before by the Appropriations
Committee. They thought that it was best to save these funds
for other uses. We have had two senators who deal with this

problem all of the time, who have said this isn't a particularly
big problem in our state. We also had Senator Schimek show us
the statistic that we're 50th in being able to reduce teenage
pregnancies. It would seem to me that perhaps we might want to
try a little prevention. Now, we might argue about how to go
about that. But here are some statistics. I think 1I've
mentioned them here before, but they're worth repeating. If you
want to take a young lady and see whether she ends up on the
poverty rolls or not, there's three things that you do. You see
to it that she graduates from high school, she gets married
after 20, and in particular, has a baby after 20. If you can
succeed in meeting these three objectives, only 7 percent of
these young ladies will end up on the poverty rolls. Fail, and
it's 77 percent. That's where we can do some good. As I said,
it might be a question of how we go about doing this. But I
think that there would be common ways that we could get together
to reduce our number from 50th. And really, prevention is still
the way to go. One other just little aside. Maybe I'm smarting
a little bit. But the...I had a DNA bill, and Senator Chambers
and I might argue a little bit about how that is used by law
enforcement people. But I think that we'd be in agreement that
it also...that it is scientific evidence, does not discriminate.
Nebraska and North Dakota are the bottom two states in using
DNA, the bottom two states. Look at all of the rapes, et cetera
that women and others endure, and we are one of the two bottom
states. I approached the Governor's office about helping
finding...

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute,

SENATOR JOHNSON: ...580,000 for this funding that certainly
would help women, and many others as well of course, and I was
told, well, we would like to help you but there isn't any
funding available. Forty-one million dollars in the State
Patrol budget but not $80,000 to get this program going, or
540,000 next year., One last little thing, and I'll chide...
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