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can be nothing in that contrary to the uses of those federal
dollars and the regulations associated with the use of those
federal dollars, and there can be nothing contrary in that
contract that would be contrary to Nebraska law. So those
issues are important for Senator Thompson to raise, but we're
not going to write the contract here on the floor of the
Legislature. We're appropriating money to the Department of
HHS, with the intent language, so they know what they're
supposed to do with it, and then they have to write the
contract. They have to conduct the solicitation process for the
grantees, and so forth. They have to review the bids and select
the winner. And then they have to fill in all the details in
that contract, in conformity with law. There's been some
discussion of some of the other uses that the Appropriations
Committee has found for TANF funding, including the program that
Senator Howard has championed, the Home Visitation Program.
Again, I want to emphasize, this amendment does not take away
one dollar from what Senator Howard was...is doing with that
program. Most of us on the floor voted for that legislation to
set up that program. And now the Appropriations Committee has
found some TANF funding to fund it. I'm not taking away any of
that money. That program goes forward, and it's going to be
funded pursuant to the actions of the Appropriations Committee.
This amendment does not tamper with those dollars. In fact, my
amendment does not tamper with anything the Appropriations
Committee has done, except add to it with some funds that are

available. It's not a transfer from one program to another.
This is a supplement to their work. It does not tamper with
their work. Senator Chambers has raised some questions about

abortion counseling. We've been doing that since Roe v. Wade
with Title X funding. And there's plenty of that money flowing
into the state of Nebraska. And that's very much a component of
that program. That's what sustains Planned Parenthood and some
of these other Title X grantees across the state. It's the
Title X funding. 1It's a federal program, again, that they can
tap into, and they have tapped into, and will continue to tap

into. This amendment doesn't touch those dollars. So all of
that counseling continues. There's also discussion of bonus
money versus regular TANF money. I think we can clarify that
just for the conversation on the record. But if need be, a

one-sentence amendment on Select File could certainly clarify
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