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not money designed to establish a counseling program for needy
pregnant women. It's a program to advocate a particular point
of religious view. Abortions are legal. Anything legal should
be available for counseling by these people who are going to get
this money. I know there are people on this floor waiting for
me to carry the ball, as usual, and I will. But these things
I'm saying have got to be put into the record. If a woman...

SENATOR CUDABACK: Time, Senator Chambers.
SENATOR CHAMBERS: Thank you, Mr. President.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you. Senator Thompson, followed by
Senator Foley and six others.

SENATOR THOMPSON: Thank you. I want...I wunderstand where
Senator Chambers is coming from. But I'd also point out that we
have currently in law a support services case management program
for pregnant women that was passed in 1994 and amended in 1996,
which includes support services, including but not limited to
assistance with transportation services, participation in work
expenses, parenting education, family planning, budgeting, and
relocation, to provide for specific needs critical to the
recipient or recipient's family, blahdy, blahdy, blah. But it
also contains the same language, maybe written more technically
correctly than in Senator Chambers' view, but it already says,
for purposes of this section, family planning shall not include
abortion counseling, referral for abortion, or funding for
abortion. And I think that's throughout our statute. And there
are political motivations for everything we do here, and I think
there are for this bill. But I'm not into that today. And I'm

not ducking it. I think we have an amendment that says one
thing...actually, it doesn't say anything about abortion or
counseling for abortion or against abortion. What it says is

we're going to establish a pilot program to provide assistance
to women who are pregnant or who believe they may be pregnant.
We have, in our reform of welfare, which, oddly enough,
and...not oddly enough, this is what...the section of law that
this refers to 1is called Paupers and Public Assistance. And
these are obviously very old terms, but that's what these
programs are for, are for people who don't...aren't able to
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