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prior speaker indicated. 1It's being taken away from something
else. Now, we had $600,000 that was readily available. 1It's a
bonus TANF money. If you want to look in your big book that you
received as a gift this last week, on page 159, at the bottom of
the page is how we are using the first $400,000 of the $600,000.
And there you will also see, following the modified bullets, the
purposes that...to which TANF money is limited. I don't see
within them the present purpose of this amendment. The closest
would be preventing out-of-wedlock pregnancies, and that's
really not what it's about. Encouraging the formation and
maintenance of two-parent families, it's really not targeting
for that. Our use of it is in the last paragraph there. We've
talked about this, very carefully said this should be for home
visitation. And I've already stated to the floor how surprised
and impressed our daughter was when someone came to her place
and said, you have a baby, and would you like to talk about it?
Now, that can change things in families, when you're doing that
consistently. And that's what we suggest applying this money
to, a very modest amount. I have hesitation--this is just
almost to the side, but it should be said--I have hesitation
about the abortion component, because that is a religious
component, and skews the counseling that is to be offered. I am
a lifetime counselor. And one thing we always watch for, no
matter how good the thoughts of the person are, is when
somebody's counseling is skewed to a particular point of view,
in this case, limited in what they can do in response. As 1
say, that's not really the heart of it. The heart of it is that
TANF money is to be used, and now is used, for the four purposes
you see listed at the bottom of one page...page 159. They are
really needed for that. Assisting two-parent families, reducing
the dependency of needy families by promoting job preparation,
work, and marriage. That's what this money is for. And I
really don't think we should be taking away from that. Thank
you, Mr. President.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Kruse. Senator Chambers,
by...followed by Senator Thompson.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Thank you. Mr. President, members of the
Legislature, I'd like to ask Senator Foley a few questions.
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