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Services. And these are traditional, Nebraska-based agencies
that have reached out, for not only years, but in many cases
decades, Nebraska Children's Home bei:.g one that comes to my
mind, to provide this service. And this is a nonjudgmental,
this is a counseling, this is a decision-making service, where
the parent is involved in every step of the process. There's no
particular direction; it's supportive. These services are not
isclated to the Omaha area. These are across the state.
Nebraska Children's Home has many cffices throughout Nebr-ska.
What I am saying, in a nutshell, is that these services are in
existence. These are Nebraska-based agencies. This has been
going on for, actually, as long as I can remember, and as long
as I've been doing social work, certainly. I have every faith
that these agencies are available to all women should they
choose to go to them. There is no reason...every night when I
drive into Omaha, I pass a very large billboard on 60th and
Center Street, saying, Nebraska Children's Home is available for
pregnancy planning, pregnancy, pregnancy therapy... (laugh) not
therapy, I'm sorry, but pregnancy counseling, any needs involved
with that service. And I'm really questioning that we need to
fund a start-up program, or that we need to invite programs from
other locales to come into Nebraska, when in fact we've been
doing an excellent job in providing the service. Frankly, we're
long in services to the mother, to the unmarried, to the
pregnancy needs; we're short on services to meet the actual need
of the child in the home. And this is why I'm so dedicated to
the 1issue of early intervention with the visiting nurses
service. And I thank you for listening. 1I'd like to offer the
remainder of my time to Senator Thompson.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Senator Thompson, you have about two,
twenty-two.

SENATOR THOMPSON: Thank you, Senator Howard. And I appreciate
your sharing your experience with this. Again, the...at the
beginning of the session, when we got our information as an
Appropriations Committee, this money was going to be used for
equipment improvement, training, things that we need to do to
make our program work well enough so that we get additional
federal money and the bonus money. So if we take it from...I
mean, it's not like it's just sitting around. We're making
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