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into concerns of the committee. But I wanted to mention a few
other concerns that I have, the way the bill is written. And
during the three times that I'll get to speak on this, I'm going
to ask some questions of Senator Jensen, who was here during the
welfare reform debate. Because the way the bill is written, you
could...or, the amendment is written, it would serve women who
become pregnant while on our state assistance program with
additional assistance. And statute already restricts--and I
will, when I have more time, read that specific
statute--restricts the amount of money a family can get if they
have additional children while they're on the state's program.
And the public philosophy and the public policy of the state is
not to provide funding for those families. Also, one of the
purposes of this bonus money is to discourage...or, is to
encourage families...let me tell you the four purposes of this
money. I think Senator Foley is probably coming in under the
first one, although it's a...his issues are abortion, as he
frames it. But I think the amendment, if you read it, doesn't
really refer to abortion; it refers to services for pregnant
women. So you could come at this from a number of angles. 1It's
assisting needy families so that children can be cared for in
their own homes. That's the first purpose. Second, reducing
the dependency of needy parents by promoting job preparation,
work, and marriage. Preventing out-of-wedlock pregnancies, and
encouraging the formation and maintenance of two-parent
families. Those are the purposes you can use this bonus money
for. I think we've got...if we pass this...

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR THOMPSON': ...as it is written, it is written in
extremely general terms. It says it's for pregnant women or
women who think they...or, suspect they are pregnant. And we
have very clearly in statute defined who can be served under
this section of law, who is pregnant. We currently provide
maintenance services for women who are pregnant. In other

words, a cash monthly for their maintenance of their 1life, I
guess, as we do with other people in the...in our welfare
program. We provide medical services, and we provide nutrition
services. We also have laws that were passed before I came here
in 1994 and '96 that provide similar support services to the one
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