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fact that there wasn't a vision exam that could detect the fact
that I couldn't see. And what we're trying to do here...and
obviocusly, you know, the interpretation of words and to get
appropriate language to make sure everybody is protected, I'm
totally in support of that. I want to do that. But I also
don't want to do something that will destroy the substance or
the whole vision, if you will, the play on words, the vision
that we have in the bill of making sure that kids can see and,
if they can't, that they have appropriate treatment when they
start to school, so that two years later they don't develop all
of the additional social problems that goes along with it. And
something that I was surprised at when I started looking at this
and getting information, I didn't realize it but research shows
us that 70 percent of all juvenile offenders have had a vision
or vision perception problem, and that's something that was
very, very surprising to me. But I also didn't realize that
20 percent of all school-age children have a learning disability
in reading, they have some sort of visual impairment--ocular,
motor, perceptual, binocular dysfunction--that is interfering
with their reading skills. And we need to find a way to do
this, so let's make sure that we have a good bill and that it's
written properly, but let's also make sure that we don't make it
so that we're going to destroy the bill, and people who have
offered to do things for, and the organizations that will do
things on a charitable basis, will back away from it because we
try to put it in statutory language. So I would ask you to give
careful consideration to the bill, listen carefully to the
dialogue, but let's...certainly, I'm certainly open to working
with Senator Chambers and Senator Bourne and anything that
Senator Schimek has to offer, between now and Select File, to
find some appropriate language but still language that won't
basically just shut off what we're trying to accomplish.

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.
SENATOR BYARS: Thank you very much, Senator Cudaback.
SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Byars. Senator Mines.

SENATOR MINES: Question.
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