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we could get this problem solved we would solve a lot of our
other problems, and that would be in the information that was
given by the Nebraska Department of Correctional Services as to

the inmates and why the inmates are there in the prisons. For
drugs--29.4 percent of the inmates are in there because of
drugs. But also because of drugs, you know, I'm sure some of

the other offenses are also linked to that--robbery, burglary
and theft--and those added together are about 27 percent also.
So, you know, there's over 50 percent of the people that are in
the penitentiaries possibly because of drug addictions and the
effects of drugs. I was informed a year ago by an individual
that was in the women's reformatory, women's division in York,
that 80 percent of the people there was because of a drug
conviction, and that is really sad that that...that we have to,
you know, penalize people for doing this, doing this that is a
poison to their body, and we have to put them in a facility and
house them. But I think also because of this meth addiction,
yes, there's treatment, treatment for this. Who is going to pay
for the treatment? It's going to be the state. Treatment
doesn't come easy, doesn't come cheap for the treatment of this,
and as of now I don't think there's very many treatment
facilities that actually treat and get an end result where
they're totally off of meth. So this is...this 1is a major
concern of ours, major concern of mine, because of what we're
doing to the rest of the public, the rest of our population. If
we look to the future of Medicare, Medicaid, a lot of the baby
boomers will be on Social Security, on Medicaid, Medicare. This
group of people that are drug “addicters," they will be on
Medicare. They will be institutionalized. Who is going to be
the ones that are going to be paying all these bills? So I
think...I don't know how much time I've got left,...

SENATOR CUDABACK: About two minutes, Senator.

SENATOR STUTHMAN: ...but then the thing that really concerns
me, you know, is we need to look to the future. We need to look
to the future of the children that are involved because of this
meth addiction. We need to be thinking about, you know, what
is...what are going to be the expenses in years to come and how
we're going to be able to afford it. I did pass out one of the
Omaha World-Herald pictures of an individual that when she was
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