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rural Nebraska or urban Nebraska, wherever it is, put them in a
house, let them make that payment. Let them have the
satisfaction of owning something when they're done. This is a
bricks and mortar program that makes sense, and I hope that we
protect this $1.20. I think Senator Redfield did a great thing
when she put this together. On the other side, Senator
Synowiecki alluded to it, behavioral healthcare reform needs the
money for this residential housing. If you don't do it here,

you'll pay for it somewhere else. Your county jail will be
housing these folks because the system won't have residential
treatment available for them continuing care. In Norfolk

Regional Center right now we have a number of patients, as
Senator Synowiecki said, that are waiting to go to Region VI,
but they don't have a place to go when they get there and the
money may not be available. So this will help develop that as
well. And I just want to stress the point that we need to
protect the bricks and mortar. And I know the home builders
certainly agree with this when it comes to the Affordakle
Housing Trust Fund. The last point I have, and maybe it needs a

little discussion, the 50 cents that's reserved for the
counties, it's one of my concerns that statewide we don't have
register of deeds offices on-line. I know here in Lancaster

County I can log on, I can find out who has the last deed of
record, whether it was a warranty deed or a quitclaim deed or a
survivorship deed. Across Nebraska we don't have that
available. And I wonder if it wouldn't be appropriate to
earmark that 50 cents, since we're tying down the money for
those that are homeless and rental assistance in the Affordable
Housing Trust Fund money and the behavioral healthcare money,
what if we tied that 50 cents down so that the counties would
use that for the information technology to get up and running so
that county courthouses would be on-line when somebody checks a
deed? That seems to make reasonable sense to me in this
information age. It's also necessary to allow the public to
find out who owns a parcel of property, to find out what the
last assessed valuation was. I'm interested in taking that
50 cents. If we're going to give it to the counties in the form
of state aid, then let's make sure it's used for a legitimate
purpose outside of just the county general fund. Not to say
that these funds aren't needed by the counties, but this would
prioritize something that I know Senator Beutler has been
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