TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office
FLOOR DEBATE

April 19, 2005 LB 70

clothing. Proper clothing can make driving more comfortable and
reduce severity of injury in event of an accident. So the
manufacturers themselves, I think, envision the use of helmets.
I also spent time in Arkansas and they repealed their motorcycle
helmet law, and since they've done that they have seen
fatalities, they've seen injuries go up. Also, what is
interesting is you see those motorcyclists down there not
wearing a helmet, but on the back of their motorcycle is a
helmet because they might go into Missouri, they might go into
Oklahoma, they might go into another state. Of course, where 1
am is near Fayetteville and you're less than 20 miles from
Oklahoma, you're less than 30 miles from Missouri, and so it's
there. So it isn't a deterrent for riders to stop when they go
into another state, reach back, get their helmet on, put it on,
and that's where I think we should be in Nebraska. The economic
benefit of motorcyclists traveling through Nebraska, you know,
Nebraska is a hard state to avoid if you're going...if you
happen to be in Topeka, Kansas, and you want to go to Sturgis,
or if you want to go to some place in North Dakota or South
Dakota or Minneapolis or anywhere else, you don't travel 300
miles to go around Nebraska. You're going to go through it. So
I really don't understand this economic issue of $6 million to
$8 million more if we repeal the helmet law, particularly when
the cost of injury is going to increase. And, yes, HHS does not
track Medicaid costs for motorcycle riders, but I just...the
average motorcyclist has $25,000 of insurance. That's a weekend
in a hospital. That's all that is and then he's out. And then
somebody is going to pick up that cost. Certainly all of the
hospitals, and that's the reason they appeared in opposition to
this, they have uncompensated cost that they are picking up all
the time. Matter of fact, Senator Byars, I think that figure is
somewhere around 30 percent. Am I correct on that? Thirty
percent uncompensated costs. Does all that come from
motorcycles? Absolutely not, but if you only got $25,000 and if
you have a head injury and if you're in a hospital, $25,000 just
doesn't go very far. Matter of fact, like I said, that's one
weekend. That's about three days and ER and that's gone. So
there is a cost. Somebody is going to pick that up. Either the
hospital will, a provider will, a doctor will, and then
eventually Medicaid will. That's just the way it works. We
passed on General File a bill to look at Medicaid costs, as a
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