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think that that's inappropriate. One of the reasons that I
opposed the proposed ban of smoking up in Omaha is because of
the disparate treatment it would have on businesses. Now, I'm
not exactly sure where the city of Omaha ends as far as its
boundaries. I know on the south the boundary is the Sarpy

County line, but out west I'm not exactly certain where it is,
but I will tell you it's at a particular street. So if it is on
the east side of, say, 172nd Street and, again, I'm not sure
172nd is the actual boundary, but I'm...what I am saying is the
proposed ban in Omaha was unfair, in that you could (sic) smoke
on the east side of 172nd but if you had a...if you were
fortunate enough to have a bar or restaurant on the west of
172nd Street, you would...you would be able to smoke there. And
that creates an unfair advantage between those people within the
city and those people slightly out of the city, those bar and
restaurant owners. So similar to the policy that...or the
problem that we're facing down here in Lincoln, in that there's
a small area of smokers within the city, even though the city
has adopted a smoke-free policy, that's inconsistent. And what
I am, again, trying to do here is to say that there is an
overriding state interest in a uniform policy, and I will tell
you I am more than willing to listen to other points of view as
it relates to wuniformity. But I think that if...and I am a
supporter of local control and, contrary to what the talk radio
said, I am supportive of a community being able to do what they
want. I support local control. I believe that the voters of
Lincoln put this...this issue was on the ballot and whether they
knew exactly what they were voting for, I don't know. 1I've
heard there's some confusion as it related to how...what was
included in the initiative or the referendum, but I don't know
that. But the reality is, is that 62 percent of the voters in
Lincoln said, we don't want smoking in our bars, restaurants,
and places of employment, and I personally respect that. I did
have a bill that said the Clean Indoor Air Act was the law of
the land and it did disregard the vote of the citizens of
Lincoln and I regret doing that; however, that bill was drafted
prior to the vote and I simply just dropped the ball and 1I
didn't change it, but I do have another amendment coming up that
addresses that conceru. But again, just for clarity's sake,
what this amendment does is say that the state of Nebraska has
an overriding state interest in uniformity and consistency as it
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