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medical benefits under Chapter 68." This one digression:
Chapter 68 deals with public assistance. Continuing: "The

report shall provide the following information for each business
which has signed an agreement to receive tax incentives under
the Employment and Investment Growth Act, the Employment
Expansion and Investment Incentive Act, including the Enterprise
Zone Act, the Invest Nebraska Act, or the Rural Economic
Opportunities Act: (1) The name and address of the business;
(2) The number of medical assistance beneficiaries who are
employees of the business; (3) The number of medical assistance
beneficiaries who are spouses or dependents of employees of the
business; (4) Whether the business offers health benefits to its
employees; and (5) The cost to the state of providing medical
assistance benefits for the employees and enrolled dependents.
The report shall not include the names of any individual medical
assistance beneficiaries and shall be subject to privacy
standards pursuant to the Health Insurance Portability and
Accountability Act of 1996. The report shall be submitted
annually on February 1 to the Health and Human Services
Committee of the Legislature and the Revenue Committee of the
Legislature." Now, as I stated, Chapter 68 deals with public
assistance. There was something else that I wanted to mention.
You can look at the names of these various acts under which
agreements can be reached for giveaways and other benefits to
business. Oh, as far as the privacy, Health Insurance
Portability and Accountability Act of 1996, that is popularly
referred to as HIPAA, and the privacy requirements are
stringent. Violation of those privacy standards carry
substantial penalties. This information will be the basis for a
report prepared jointly by the Director of Health and Human
Services and the Tax Commissioner, or they can prepare their own
and there can be two. But in any case, there will be nothing in
those reports that will identify any specific beneficiary by
name. This amendment goes to some of those other issues that
have been discussed which have a direct bearing on the increased
cost of Medicaid. Let's say that a business provides insurance
for an employee but tells that employee, your spouse and your
children will not be covered. And if the employee says, well,
with my salary, even though my insurance...I meant my medical
care is provided for, I cannot, on my salary, afford to provide
private insurance coverage for my spouse and my children. And
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