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Erdman for moving in that direction. Senator Beutler then will
offer an amendment which will expand that and, if it's the will
of the body, I will support that because it involves more
people, and I think the more that we have involved and actually
listen to the better off we are. And I think if everybody
remembers back to our debates on mental health that Senator
Jensen brought to us last year with my support, support of the
committee, we also started out with smaller numbers and came to
larger numbers and came to more responsibility as far as the
Behavioral Health Commission is...was...their involvement and
the size of that group. And it, I think, has turned out to be
very, very successful. We still have not accomplished
everything we want and it's going to take a long time before we
do. And I'm worried about what happens to behavioral health in
this state with whatever we do. I'm not opposed to a plan.
I've said that before. I say it again. I say it consistently.
I'm just extremely concerned that we aren't going deep enough.
Senator Jensen has talked repeatedly about the need for the
plan, he's absolutely right, but every time he speaks about that
plan he goes outside of it and talks about the other issues that
come to bear on Medicaid, that aren't included. Now, maybe
Senator Erdman is right, I hope so, in the fact that the
committee and the people responsible for bringing ideas back to
this Legislature will reach outside of this and come back with a
report that does include all of those things and how should we
do those different, and introduce legislation accompanying
Medicaid reform that will deal with those issues. If that
happens, then I applaud it. I think it needs to be done. You
know, we have a committee that's had task forces sitting out
there right now that's dealing with this whole issue of the
uninsured and dealing with many of the things that we're asking
to be done in this study. We're already doing it, and they're
going to be coming back with a report in May. Now again,
we...oftentimes we start duplicating things and if we're talking
about duplication and increased costs and what have you, maybe
we need to look at what is already being done. We in this
Legislature passed legislation last year to look at an area
that's a substantial part of our Medicaid spending, and that's
in the area of disabilities and what services do people with
disabilities need. Are we basically forcing some people to
receive more services than they need, and denying people who
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