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affect the number of people who are uninsured and who are going
to become eligible for Medicaid. There is one instance right
there that can affect that, and there are a number of others
where you can...you have an influence. Population, we look at
our population being 1,700,000, versus some of...

PRESIDENT SHEEHY: One minute.
SENATOR BYARS: Thank you.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Thank you, Senator Byars. That does start.
I just want to say in closing I'm on both sides of the issue of
demanding business have health insurance. I do think some
businesses probably should be and could be affording health
insurance, but, by and large, when you're in business for
yourself, it's a difficult row to hoe. Now only is it difficult
to make ends meet in terms of learning the business and having
that, but in most cases there's enormous risk. And so I don't
automatically, at least, blame small businesses particularly for
not having health insurance when they're barely making it
themselves. I think most of us in agriculture probably provide
it to our family members in the business, and maybe, and maybe
not, provide it to our employees. But to put a huge burden on
business, particularly small business,...

PRESIDENT SHEEHY: Time.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: ...to provide health insurance is not an
automatic with me. Thank you.

PRESIDENT SHEEHY: Thank you, Senator. Senator Beutler,
followed by Senator Chambers, Senators Erdman, Janssen, and
Byars. Senator Beutler.

SENATOR BEUTLER: I just wanted to go through quickly the other
factors or causes of the problem that I didn't get a chance to
speak of last time, and I hope I can mention the other four or
five now just so that we've kind of laid out there, at least to
the extent of my awareness of causes, the things that we should
also be talking about. I think what scares Senator Byars is
that this study, the way it's framed, the things that will be
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