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SENATOR BAKER: I was asking the questions, but I don't think
that would be true, Senator Chambers. I think they're set up to
handle this. They're doing it now. This would be no change
other than they...I would say that they would have to enlist a
little additional help at the packer's site if people requested
the refund. Let me go about what I was going to say. I want
to...I'm repeating a bit of what I started with opening. The
small producers are the ones that benefit the most from this
checkoff. For the 1life of me, I don't knowehow they've
convinced Senator Chambers, the small producers, this is bad.
I'm a small producer.

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR BAKER: I can't, for the life of me, understand why
anyone would want to opt out of this. This is my marketing
tool. This helps me. Beef, it's what's for dinner. It helps
me get a better price out of my cattle. And, for the 1life of

me, Tysons and IBPs and so on, they're not going to...they're
not worried about the $1 checkoff to market. They have their
own products out there. So my point is, the small producer out
there, and I've heard from some of my constituents today, a
couple small producers, say, I don't want to do this. And when
you explain to them that it's an option and it might not be all
that bad, they can say, well, I don't oppose a checkoff, I just
don't want to have to file the paperwork to get my money back.
But they're talking out of both sides of their mouth when they
say, I don't oppose a checkoff but, yet, I want my money back.
So I don't have...they don't lend much credibility to me as far

as making a case when they make that kind of a statement. So,
with that, I return the 1last of my time to the Chair, and
certainly support the underlying bill, LB 150, without

amendments. Thank you.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Baker. On with discussion
of FA131. Senator Chambers.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Yes.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Senator Chambers, you're on.
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