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make big mistakes. And it's not just doctors. It's lawyers.
We who work here in the Legislature sometimes blow it. And we
all need a way of looking at these things and making
improvements that are in addition to the legal system and the
rough and adverse fashion in which it works. So I'm very much
in favor of this. I am especially commendatory of the
hospitals, if in fact they are the ones that are the guiding
force here, or the underlying force. I think it can bring down
insurance rates, possibly. You know, that's another good aspect
of this whole thing. We have great hospitals here in
Lincoln--Bryan and St. Elizabeth's. So everything about this is
positive. I just want to talk about some things that I hope can
be added to the bill, that are within the confines of this baby
step, that don't go too far to scare people off from the idea.
And I think that the things I'm suggesting to you this morning
are okay from the perspective of the people interested in this
bill. And maybe on Select File, and maybe not, there will be
some additional things that they might as a group be willing to
take on, or Senator Jensen might be interested in. But let me
just tell you the two amendment...about the two amendments I
have today, and see if they meet with your approval. The first
amendment is, if you want to follow, on page 11 of the bill,
Section 20. It says, the parent (sic) safety
organization...now, the parent (sic) safety organization is this
organization that's being...the nonprofit that will be set wup
when this bill goes into effect. And there will only be one of
these, as I understand it, in the state of Nebraska. I would
hope that that would be the case, and I would certainly
encourage that, because we wouldn't want to see a situation
where a proliferation of these types of organizations came into
effect. That would be contrary to, I think, the purpose, the
overall purpose of the bill. But Section 20 says, "A patient
safety organization shall release nonidentifiable aggregate
trend data identifying the number and types of patient safety
events that occur." The bill makes a distinction between
information that's identifiable to a person, place, or event,
and that which is not, and which is part of an aggregate report.
And that information, in its aggregate form, I think, very
valuable to wus all as a kind of yardstick to measure what's
going on. And that particular sentence wasn't clear as to
whether that information was to be released to the public. And
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