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has been very good, and I also have been thinking about what
Senator Pederson said. There's been very few economic
development bills that I haven't supported. I think it's very
important that the state put its best foot forward and to try to
encourage economic development. However, I also look at the
number of committees where we have had bills. In the Banking
Committee on which I serve, we have a bill that's got about a
$2 million figure on it; this one here, whether it be $1 million
or $200,000; certainly we have also had in the Revenue
Committee; the Ag Committee; we've had also more economic
development bills. I think it is time that we bring all these
together and look at them together and decide which way that we
want to go. I certainly would encourage development in the
rural areas particularly. I think we can get some money's worth
there. But whether Senator Beutler in his Performance Audit
Committee ought to take a look at all of these together, to look
and see where the outcomes are coming from and if we're getting
really the best bang for our dollar, or how we determine this.
But to to this piecemeal effort of many different programs out
there I don't believe is working. And without a doubt, I'm
thoroughly convinced that anytime we enter into a new
program...and, yes, there is a surplus of dollars short-term,
but long-term we have some real, real problems ahead of us. And
S0 anytime that we enter into a new program in 2005, where are
we going to be in 20087 And I think we need to be very
cognizant of that. I don't know whether this is the bill that
we should move forward, but I certainly am convinced that before
we vote on too many of these, we should gather every...all of
them together and determine which is the best direction to gao.
And I'm not sure that this is one, whether the one that we moved
out of the Banking Committee was the right one to move on, but I
don't like what we're doing. I don't like this piecemeal effort
of funding many different programs without real direction on
where we want to go and are we achieving the outcomes that we

want. At this point in time, I'm not sure that I can vote for
this bill or any others that are coming forward without some
kind of coordination of all of those. Like I said, whether

Senator Beutler's committee is the one to take a look at those
or whether it be Government Committee or the Revenue Committee,
I certainly think that we need to wrap our arms around all of
these before we move ahead and commit to programs that later on
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