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even members of the committee, not even the senatorial members
of the Performance Audit Committee. They're not seeing the
confidentiality...the confidential information either, except in
the case if a dispute arises, then the Speaker of the
Legislature, who is a member of the committee, can himself be

included in the confidential...or herself, in the
confidentiality and look at the document in order to resolve a
dispute. It goes on to say then that if anybody in the

legislative branch who has access to confidential information
inappropriately divulges that information or makes it known in
any way, they're subject to a Class III misdemeanor and, in
addition to that, they will be dismissed from their job. And
that would pertain...the divulgence of confidential information
would also be a penalty with respect to any member ofi the
committee who had access to confidential information. So that
gives you a basic idea of what goes on there. I want to talk a
little bit about confidentiality as it applies to the Department
of Revenue, because I know that that is a particularly sensitive
area with some people. And the pertinent information there on
that starts at the bottom of page 15 and down about line 22, in
subsection (10). And, by the way, these sections of statutes
that I'm talking about now that we have amended to allow the
Performance Audit Committee access to records are the Auditor of
Public Accounts' records, so we're not asking for anything more
for the Performance Audit Committee than what the Auditor has
access to for the purpose of financial records. You know, we
clarified, you may recall last year, we clarified that the
Auditor does financial audits and the Performance Audit
Committee of the Legislature does performance audit committees,
and now that we've made that distinction we are amending the
statutes to give us appropriate and equal, but not more, access.
So, in the Auditor's statute, we amended what is there right
now. It says the Tax Commissioner shall, upon written request
of the Auditor, make tax returns and tax return information open
to inspection by or disclosure to officers or employees of the
Auditor of Public Accounts. It then goes on to outline some
additional parameters that curtail the Auditor, in certain
respects, with respect to how they do the audit in the
Department of Revenue, and I will read a little bit more from
that so you have a better sense of that. But I want you to
understand that all we've done here is insert the words
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