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can prohibit the sale, consumption, or possession of other
drugs. And alcohol is a drug, a devastating drug. What has
offended me so much about this bill and the approach is that
there has not been a frank acknowledgement by the purveyors of
alcoholic beverages that this is intended to target young
people. This is intended to keep the price low enough so that
the targeted groups can easily purchase it. As beer, the tax is
not going to be as high. The price can be kept low, and the
ones who stagger in off the street can get it. They can come to
convenience stores and get it. There are others who are going
to speak on other aspects of how this bill would work if it were
enacted into law, so I'm not going to touch on everything that
they will talk about. But I am going to emphasize that I get
tired of the Legislature's hypocrisy. There are people who will
stand on this floor and over my strenuous objection put into the
law provisions that will make it a crime, based on what they
call =zero tolerance, for young people to have a certain alcohol
level in their system which impairs them in no way, and they say
they're doing it because they're trying to protect the young
people and they don't want them to find a gateway to worse
alcohol abuse. They will wring their hands and beat their
breasts and put on a hair shirt and lament the binge drinking
that occurs on college campuses. Then they come in here with
something like this and want a distilled beverage to be made
available to all those who are able to drink, to all those who
are not legally allowed but will get hold of this alcohol. When
I was at Fort Leonard Wood doing basic training, you could go to
the PX and there...beer, 1 think, was sold there, but this
couldn't be sold there, not unless they've changed the
standards. This 1is a distilled...this contains distilled
alcohol. Why are they doing this? You think they have some
mystical, magical formula here which will prevent young people
from waking with a headache if they drink too much? Somebody
might say, well, it's not likely somebody will drink himself or
herself into oblivion with beer, but we always hear others say
that things of an alcoholic nature will often escalate. You
might start with one type of beverage, add another, add another,
mix them. But at any rate, I can be called, when it comes to
this kind of thing, a prude, I can be called a teetotaler, I can
be called anything, but I'm going to oppose this. It has been
brought to us flying a false flag. This bill should not have
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