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SENATOR BAKER: County option. And I don't remember...some of
the other committee members could help me on this. But over the
past several years, we've ilways had an issue...well, Senator
Schmitt was here. That's when it really came to a head. There
was a county...say one county has a STOP program; county beside
it does not. I believe his rationale was, either everybody has
it or no one does. And then, when we couldn't get it
eliminated, he wanted some uniformity across counties that did
have it. But it will allow...

SENATOR BEUTLER: 1Is this the program that Sarpy County hung on
£0...

SENATOR BAKER: Yes.

SENATOR BEUTLER: ...so tightly, for one?

SENATOR BAKER: And I think we patterned the law, as I recall,
as it exists now, after Sarpy County's program. They had an
exemplary program there. And we adopted a lot of what they're
doing into state statute. But it's still an option

county-by-county as to whether they even offer a STOP program.
And that is the issue I think we have now in front of the
courts.

SENATOR BEUTLER: So the STOP program, as it's executed in these
counties, would be a violation of federal provisions?

SENATOR BAKER: Yes. We cannot allow that STOP program to mask
a conviction within the state of Nebraska on a commercial
driver's license. And the reason the federal people stepped in
on this, Senator Beutler, is there's such. . .there's no
uniformity in the STOP program even within the state of
Nebraska, let alone across the nation.

SENATOR BEUTLER: Okay. So we've passed a statute that would
end the STOP program? Is that accurate?

SENATOR BAKER: This...concerning commercial driver's licenses,
yes. And this would be all commercial...
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