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out the window because Mindy had colic and, of course, anyone
who's had a child with colic gets encouraged when they say,
don't worry, it only lasts three months. (Laugh) Sorry, lasted
a lot longer. So you can understand the pressure that new
parents are under when these things happen, particularly colic
when, you know, that just drives you nuts. And I won't go into
it, but...I won't discourage anyone from having children, but it
dces make you understand how people can do things that they
don't intend to do when their baby has colic. Carolyn Rooker
from the Visiting Nurse Association was...has very kindly...she
sent Gwen the exec summary, which I thank you for passing out.
That is wonderful. And thank you for bringing this bill. I am
so proud of you. Thank you. Appreciate it. But I did get a
VNA fact sheet talking about the rationale for the home
visitation model, which has been addressed to some degree. But
when we're talking about the cost...and members of the
Appropriations Committee I know are just probably kind of, you
know, their blood is running cold just looking at the need for
this bill and how we're all embracing it and knowing that it's
going to have a dollar amount...but let's talk a little bit
about what's going to be saved by early intervention. And this
is factual data that comes from the VNA. The rationale she
brings is that, of course, we...I had the early warning system
mentioned for families that are in need. Research conducted to
date suggests that these programs can pay for themselves in
reducing the need for a wide range of services. Early entry
into and consistent prenatal care, elimination of smoking,
improved nutrition, access to community resources services, and
improved safety habits can result in the reduction of infant
mortality, improved birth weights, reduction in health risks to
infants, reduction of disease, due to exposure to secondhand
smoke, for example. And Healthy Families of America, I don't
know if that's been referenced yet, but that is another good
source of information for what this program could do, expansion
of the program. A level one VNA patient costs about three
visits. That's just an assessment to determine that the support
systems are in place. That only costs $360. A level two, the
assessment determines that additional public health support is
needed--a first-time mom and breast-feeding support, that kind
of thing--to bring into the home: four to five visits with
follow-up in 6 to 12 months. That costs just $315. Assessment
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