TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office
FLOOR DEBATE

February 24, 2005 LB 71

you feel something 1is necessary, 1is to say that any amounts
appropriated by the Legislature will be available for grants on
and after whatever the date is. You can't bind us to
$1 million. Why put $1 million in it? I just wish my
colleagues would think. It's their bill, not mine. I don't get
paid more money because I do more work. And I don't have people
who support my propositions to a greater extent because I help
try to straighten theirs out. I ought to just let you make your
own bed and 1lie in it. It's unfortunate that after all these
years I began to think in what might be called an institutional
fashion, and have taken on a feeling of responsibility for how
the Legislature operates as an institution. I should have kept
the same attitude I had when I came down here, where it's just a
bunch of white people stumbling and fumbling and messing up and
showing why they shouldn't be in charge of anything, and they
only reason they are is because there are more of them and they
have the kill power. I should have just stood on the floor and
lambasted the way I see these lobbyists come through. And women
are hired as lobbyists, to be forerunners and front runners, but
they don't control anything. Look at the women in this body.
If a woman stands on this floor, with every right that any male
senator has to express her view as forcefully as she chooses, to
make use of the rules in the same way that I make use of the
rules, she is "not womanly," she is "too aggressive." I wish
there were more of them who would be more aggressive. And then
people want to tell people that my attitude is too harsh, when I
can see the very things that I'm condemning in society at large
taking place within this body. And who else will talk about it?
Nobody. I'm not going to be suppressed. I'm not going to
swallow my tongue and swallow spit because I fear the attitude
of these people in this Legislature, and they're afraid of their
shadow. Lobbyists dictate to them, order them out of here, and
tell them what they better do. Some young pup named Cheloha is
dragging cops around here to attack one of my bills, and Mayor
Fahey sent him here. So now I'm after Mayor Fahey. He's the
lobbyist for the city. And I'm after your Governor for the way
he insulted me. What a black man has is his self-respect and

his pride. And when a white man insults a black man in his
pride and in his self-respect, that is what we deem a mortal
sin. And those of you who are Catholics know what that is; and

those of you who are not, go ask one of your Catholic friends.
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