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they could opt into these schools in the towns, where everything
was a lot better, teachers and everything was a lot better. And
that's the way it was sold. Now, whether that was the
underlying reason as why option enrollment was brought about
I've not heard the complete discussion on it, but I've been told
over the years that that was probably a underlying reason to get
the thing sold, that there was actually a personal reason to get

it started on a basis anyway. So that part I won't mention.
But anyway, this option enrollment was sold and people began to
use it. Up until then, when we didn't have option enrollment,

if you wanted to take your children to another school district,
you paid the tuition. You paid the mileage and the whole bit.
You weren't allowed to just bring them over to another school
and went on. As option enrollment came on, it seemed like a
good idea and I'm sure it's helped a lot of people. But
somewhere along the line there was these people, and I call them
that live in these bedroom communities around some of these
larger towns and areas, that found out that they could live at
the edge of town or they could live in the country and they
could take their students out here, or their children, out to
these small schools, get this personal attention and that sort
of thing. And they found out that a 1lot of these teachers
weren't that far behind that were teaching out in the country.
So, consequently, a lot of them started opting their students
out of the towns, into these smaller schools. Some of them do

opt into town. There's instances where some of the family
members work in town and they bring their kids into school with
them and so they opt them in. Option enrollment has been

probably, all in all, something that's helped most all students
in Nebraska, and I'm not opposed to it. I think it probably
should be continued. I think it's a good idea. But it seems
like when we are discussing these Class I schools that are
called private schools and they're fussing about having it
within three miles of town and stuff 1like that, you want to
remember, folks sat right here in this marble cathedral of law
and voted that bill in. They voted that option enrollment in
for people, declared it to be a law of the state of Nebraska.
Now people have found out that they can use that to their
advantage, and now there's a bunch of people that are uptight
because it's being used to the advantage to help people that
live in towns and opt their children out to the neighboring
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