TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office
FLOOR DEBATE

February 3, 2005 LB 54

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Senator Schimek, you had said something about
veterans being buried at Wyuka Cemetery. What had you said?
What was that in connection with?

SENATOR SCHIMEK: That was in connection with who could be
buried at Wyuka Cemetery. The present policy of Wyuka is to
bury all veterans, no questions asked, no discharge papers
required.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Um-hum.

SENATOR SCHIMEK: And so all we were doing was incorporating
that into...the existing practice into statute.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Okay. What about the family members of
veterans, if you know?

SENATOR SCHIMEK: I don't know, and I don't think that...I'm not
even sure they have a policy on that, Senator.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Okay. Because here's what I want to bring
up, to show how those who have been around awhile know things
and why black people such as myself, who will not
forget...people are not offended when Jews say we'll never
forget and never again, but when black people talk about what
has happened to us that will give us our attitude, white people
want to say, well, don't talk about that; if you don't talk
about it there will be no racism. They're crazy. My example
is, that's 1like telling a microbiologist, if you don't see
microbes everywhere there won't be any. They're seen everywhere
under a microscope because they are everywhere. There was a
time when military people were stationed in Lincoln. A black
member of the United States Air Force had an infant child who
died. That child was buried in Wyuka Cemetery. When they went
to the cemetery to decorate the grave, or whatever people who do
such things wanted to do, the child was not there. The child
who had been buried was not there. So they naturally were
traumatized, and when they began to inquire they were told that
at the time they didn't realize this was a Negro's child, but
when they became aware of it that child was dug up and buried in
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