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Cunningham would withdraw it, but I can't tell him how to
conduct his business. But if the body adds it, I'm going to
make you go to cloture on a bill that I agree with because you
will have tainted, contaminated it unnecessarily, and insulted
people who don't deserve to be insulted. Remember, the ones who
are going to gain benefits as a result of this bill had been
receiving them until a "scwewy"...

SENATOR CUDABACK: Time.
SENATOR CHAMBERS: That was a quote from Elmer Fudd.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Chambers. Senator
Schimek.

SENATOR SCHIMEK: Thank you, Mr. President and members. Senator
Cunningham and I actually had a chance to talk about this a
little bit and I told him I didn't think I was going to be
supportive, but it's not a huge issue. But, Senator Chambers,
you've put it in a light for me that I think we really ought to
think about. And before you're too hard on the director of the
Veterans' Department, Senator Hilgert, or former Senator
Hilgert, you know, he said at the hearing, I believe it was in
Norfolk, when talking about those with general discharges, he
was of the firm opinion that those who receive general
discharges under honorable conditions did so for a whole...were
discharged that way for a multitude of reasons, sometimes
because the base commander might have been a really cranky guy.
I mean, there were...there were reasons that some people had to
take general discharges. There were people who may not have
even been capable of handling the job, who did not...did not
have bad conduct, but were just given a general discharge.
There were people, frankly, who had terrible problems at home
with their families, as you mention. So Director Hilgert really
said, you know, we could make it so that we could distinguish
between the reasons that people were given discharges, but that
would be an administrative nightmare. We ought to include them
all or exclude them all, and he said, we favor including them
all. And, of course, you know that former Senator Hilgert was
also a veteran and served. So I guess I do need to tell you
what I told Senator Cunningham off the floor several days ago
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