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behind us, I guess you could say, in the fact that we have a
system for video teleconferencing available. 1It's recognized in
statute in various ways. And we have the opportunity...I know
that Senator Wickersham, when he chaired the Revenue Committee,
chose to avail committee hearings over the video
teleconferencing. And it is quite a commitment, certainly more
of a commitment for constituents from the other end of the
state, the area which I represent, to travel over 400 miles, one
direction, down here to testify at a public hearing on various
issues. I've tried a couple of times, with proper notice, not a
last-minute effort at all, but a...with due notice, to establish
a public hearing, various issues, one in the interim, more
recently during session, to avail video teleconferencing to
occur for a bill hearing. And it is an issue that can be
accommodated, has been accommodated in the past, and I think
needs to be looked at more frequently by the body. And that is
why I am proposing to add a rule, that has limits to it,
certainly, but it says, "No more than twice per calendar year,
any member may direct a committee to broadcast a public hearing
through 1live video teleconferencing to designated locations
within the state, provided written notice of such directive is
given to the chairperson of the committee holding such public
hearing no less than three legislative days prior to the date of
such hearing." There needs to be some notice. I know that it's
a logistical concern of being able to set up the technology that
is already available to us, but it does take some effort for
staff to establish that and make it happen around the state.
But I know that...and especially in these times where we have to
limit testimony, I understand there are going to be limits. And
I do not oppose those limits on testimony. But I think that
something very reasonable, very accommodating, would be to allow
folks from across the state, around the state, to put forth
their testimony via video teleconferencing. I'm not asking that
any policy decisions be made over video teleconferencing. I am
merely proposing that public input be sought and given over
video teleconferencing. So basically, a member, any one of the
49 of us, could request, up to twice per calendar year, that a
hearing be placed on video teleconferencing. Mileage alone, for
a trip from my district, is about $340, depending on where you
live in western Nebraska. Actually, you can fly now for less
than that, which is a blessing; however, it varies what is
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