TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office
FLOOR DEBATE

January 13, 2005

issue before us, with the Schimek amendment, it is a unique
situation. As a new member of the Exec Board, we have
discussed, at length, the first few days of referencing, whether
or not a bill should go to Government or Exec Board, or whether
or not those bills are in the right place once we've even
referenced them. And we've even had discussions about bills
after we've referenced them, and brought them back. And
ironically, some of the bills that I voted to send to the
Government Committee, Senator Schimek wanted to stay in the Exec
Board; and some of the bills that I felt that probably should go
there, they wanted in the Government Committee. And so I think
there is a growing process in this body to determine where bills
are appropriate and where they should go. But I think it's
absolutely correct what Senator Brown and Senator Janssen points
out, that if a committee is going to have the opportunity and to
have hearings, they need to have the appropriate time in order
to do that, so I don't discount that one bit. And I'm actually
probably a little more flexible than some of the members of the
board on whether or not there should be some extra guidelines
added. Senator Schimek, I think, probably is seeking to clarify
things. And I'm not sure that's as narrow as we should be. But
maybe somewhere in between is somewhere where I would be,

Senator Schimek. Because I do think, based on some of the
discussions that we've had, both with the Exec Board and some of
the members, that there probably does need to be some

clarification. And that's something that we struggle with. We
were actually here till 2:00 one afternoon, discussing whether
or not bills should be referenced to the Government Committee.
And Senator Chambers and I discussed a lot of that, and had some
unique analogies. But, I mean, it's a serious discussion within
the Executive Committee and the Exec Board. But I do think that
where you're at is probably a little farther than I want to go.
But I would be open to some middle ground there and trying to
determine what that is. And if nothing else, I think that we as
a Legislature owe it to ourselves and owe it to those who follow
us to ensure that when they arrive here and that they're sworn
in and they've been placed on committees, that they know that
those committees have the ability to do the work that they're
charged to do. And aside from looking at our entire structure,
including when the Exec Board meets and how that works within
the other committee structure, I think we're going to continue
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