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definition of its jurisdictional boundaries. For example, what
is the difference between something that goes to Urban Affairs
and something that goes to the Revenue Committee?
Neither...only tradition defines which bill has gone where, and
it's a very, at times, arbitrary decision. For example, in that
instance, you may have 60 pages of program that relates to a
municipality that would normally go to the Urban Affairs
Committee. But if there's one little provision in there that
raises the sales tax or the income tax to fund that, it's not
going to go to the Urban Affairs Committee; it's going to go to
the Revenue Committee. How do you define the Government
Committee? Does the Government Committee include all
governmentg? Does it include the municipalities that currently
go to the Urban Affairs Committee? History has defined many of
these decisions that are made at the Executive Board level, and
there are other factors that, from time to time, come in. In
the process, for example, Joanne, the bill drafter, Joanne
Pepperl, is the one who gives us an initial recommendation. She
comes in with the list and says, the bills should go here, here,
here. And that's based on tradition, and oftentimes the
Executive Board itself raises questions about, well, should it
really go there? 1It's six of one and half a dozen of another.
It happens all the time. And we try to make the best decision
that we can. And frankly, sometimes, historically, other
factors have come in. For example, sometimes, for one reason or
another, a particular committee will become overloaded with
bills and another committee will have fewer bills. Now, we
can't just willy-nilly transfer bills from one committee to
another. But if it's a situvation where it's six of one and half
a dozen of another, in a logical sense, we probably might give
the bill to the committee that has the time to do the work. The
Executive Board, like the committees themselves, their
membership 1is chosen from across the spectrum of the
Legislature, equally from all districts. And the job that has
been given to the Executive Board is to defend the Legislature
and to work with those things that deal with the Legislature as
a whole. I would argue that Senator Schimek's amendment, by
referring to the internal operation of the Legislature,
constricts that too narrowly. Term limits, legislative pay are
two things that have gone to the Executive Board, the only two
things that have consistently gone to the Executive Board,...
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