TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

FLOOR DEBATE
April 15, 2004

said, you know, I kind of like that flavored ChapStick stuff
myself. So you know, you have some things happen here that just
stand out in your memory and we sometimes take ourselves a
little bit too seriously. The business we do is extremely
serious, but I hope we never forget to have some humor and to
take things as they come and go on to the next issue as we have
done so much of this year. 1It's hard for me to put into words
what it's meant to be here. I'm just...I'm so grateful. There
have been...we all make sacrifices and, as I think about some of
the impact, I know that in some ways I've given up some family
time, but in other ways my family has had experiences and
opportunities they would never have had otherwise. I haven't
spent as much time with some of my old friends as I would have
liked, but I have made some wonderful lifetime new friends and
will plan to spend time with all of those in the future, all of
you as well as the old friends. It certainly has had an impact
on the ability to run one's business, although it's...I think
the experience has made me better at whatever I want to do. 1£
1 practice law, I'll be a better lawyer because of having been
here and watched how these laws were made and some of the
considerations that go into them. I will be up in Norfolk
someday and I'm looking forward, Senator Tyson, to coming to the
Happy Face Bakery, and I'm hoping you'll have maybe...what I
really like is sourdough bread and sour cream doughnuts, and I
would imagine you'd have some of those, Senator Tyson. (Laugh)
I have an enormous amount of respect for this institution and I
think that has grown on me, of course, through the years, and 1
hope those who spend the shorter period of time will be able to
capture that respect in a shorter period of time. It's
just...it takes some time to figure out how you feel about this
whole process. But I'll tell you what, it is...it is the most
open process. The most responsibility lies with each of us.
It's easy to say and tell what positions we've taken. There is
no behind-closed-doors stuff. It's right out in the open from
the time a bill has a hearing till the time we take the last

vote. People can judge us, and as they should, on what we do.
There's a tremendous amount of talent amongst you and 1
have...I'm always just amazed. Just even seeing the remarks

that you've made today on your last day, I'm thinking of some of
you. You know, I knew there was a lot there in that person but
sometimes it just takes something like this for that to become
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