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all of us essentially, is the State Fair more important than
higher education, and Senator Brashear said, as I would say, no,
it's not. In fact, we fund education and higher education with
$1.3 billion and we fund, this Legislature funds the State Fair
at 3150,000. We spend $1,300,000,000 for education and $150,000
for State Fair. Can't accuse this body of having a warped sense
of priority on that basis it seems to me. By the way, that' s
the pot of m oney that we have, we control, and was given to us
by taxpayers. The lottery pot is different. It's not given to
us by taxpayers. It's not taxes. It 's do nations. It ' s
donations put into a special pot by people who choose to play
the 'ottery when we said to those people, if you choose to play
the s.ottery, this is how we' re going to spend that pot of money.
Didn't say it w as a tax dollar, didn't say it was the General
Fund. Nedicaid, we spend $600 million on M edicaid and every
dollar is worth it . I h appened to do it myself, raise taxes
many times to do it, didn't raise taxes this year, and I' ll
address that, Senator Chambers, because I think that's part of
the point that you' re making. What this does is i t elevates
education to the con stitution f or the donation money of the
lottery. It elevates the environment to the constitution for
the lottery money, which is donation money, and it also elevates
the State Fair on the basis of a donation through the lottery
mechanism for people who choose to play the lottery, who don' t
give us money for tax dollars, but who choose to play the
lottery. Can we use the money for this purpose, yes or no'? Say
yes, fine, we will. Say no, we' ll understand what that means.
That's d ifferent t h an tax dollars. We ... I think it's a fair
q uestion to say what about leaders who choose not to ask and I
think there's a veiled reference there perhaps to me, as the
Revenue Chairman, because I didn't lead a tax increase charge
this year, even though I support a number of, several of the tax
increases, and even though over time we' ll clearly need to do
so. I will tell you as briefly as I can I think raising taxes
has to b e done a t a time and in the condition in which the
public understands and accepts. We' ve done it twice in recent
years. I think we have strained the public, but we have not
broken their faith. They' ve understood because the times were
tough. This year without the bill due and owing for the nuclear
low-level waste, without it due and owing, I think the chance of
breaking faith with the public was very great. And I thought
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