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appropriate measure for us to put forward to the people of the
state of Ne braska. I clearly heard Senator Chambers' clarion
call for a Vice Ch airman to say something. I'm saying
something. For at least two years, I have been concerned and
have introduced legislation to correct matters as fa r as th e
State Fair is concerned. It's a private enterprise. It's not a
state agency, and yet w e a re t reating it like in the same
category as public education and as our environment. I 'm ve ry
concerned that we have had this measure come before us and I'd
say why do we have this proposal coming before us? There's one
really good reason why it's here today and that is because the
State Fair was not making it on its own. So in order to ra ise
mone, since it wasn't able to do it on its own, they say, okay,
let's have a constitutional amendment that requires that money
be spent for the State Fair so it will have the opportunity to
carry on. I think that's not the way that our co nstitution
should be used in any r espect. I agr ee totally with what
Senator Chambers is saying. If this had been a bill before us
to give $2 million annually to the State Fair, then I think
that's an appropriate measure for us to be co nsidering. B ut
this is kind o f a sn eaky way of doing it actually. This is
putting it on the same par as e ducation and the c ompulsive
gambling and the other measures contained in the current measure
of the constitution. I don't think it reaches the same status
as education or the environment or the compulsive gambling. Why
do we have a compulsive gambling provision in th erey That ' s
because when we w ent into a state lottery we knew that there
would be people that would become addicted to it and we should
provide funds for those people that are so addicted, and that' s
an appropriate use of the money because we s tarted the ball
rolling. I think we have an obligation at that point to provide
help for those people that are addicted to that enterprise. But
I'm very concerned that our state constitution be put in this
position of having to put the State Fair as a measure for ou r
constitution. It doesn't rise to that level, and I think we
should be more careful about the use of ou r constitutional
authority. I wo uld really urge you to consider very carefully
about this use of our right to put a measure before the public.
I don't think it's appropriate for us to propose and to submit
to the public a constitutional amendment to pr ovide gu aranteed
money to keep the State Fair going. I think if it can't go on
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