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Human Services, I w ant the oversight committee, I want the
Health and Human Services Committee all focusing on ways to
prevent situations like this from ever happening again. I'm not
trying to stop the bill. I'm not trying to prevent its passage.
I'm certainly going to vote for the hill. But I t hink that
neighborhood s concerns were real, they were genuine, and they
ware very, very upset and they deserve not only soma answers to
their questions, but they need to know that because of that
little boy'e trauma that wa are going to put some measures in
place that reassure our neighborhoods and our communitias that
having a group home in their neighborhoods is not going to be a
detrimental thing, and I think that's very important for us to
ba cLole to do. I like what Senator Beutlsr has dona on focusing
on those questions that the neighborhoods had, and I'd like to
use ths rest of my time to talk a little bit about a couple of
those questions. One of t hs things that the neighbors ask us
ths other evening was, are group homes required to provide
periodic information to neighbors? In other words, how do th s
neighbors or the...how doss the neighborhood know that there is
somebody living in their community that m ay not be a sex
offender at tha third level but might be one at the second level
or the first level, which are less dangerous to others? And
there did not seem to be any way that neighborhoods would be
informed unless it w ere a Level 3. And what the neighbors
wanted to know in this instance w as if you have a Level 3 ssx
offender, of co urse you'rs going to find that on a wab site.
It's public information. But if it's a Level 2 sex offender, as
it was not in tha casa of the perpetrator in this casa but one
of the other persons living in th is group home, how do ths
neighbors know about it? The schools are informed, but it's not
public information. And the n eighborhood wanted to know
ehouldn't they know if there ie somebody living in their midst.
So that was a question that was communicated to us, a nd t he y
were very concerned about it. A n d then another question that
Senator Beutlsr speaks of in this list of his relates t o t ha t ,
and that is, should people with violent or dangerous behaviors,
or those who ars sexual offenders, bs located in ne i g hborhoods
at all or should they be...
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