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tracking this language, for some reason they left out the word
final. Under the existing law, copies are not made available.
They have access right now to this information. Here is what,
under the law, they get right now. And Senator Brown is talking
about these big operations. "The commission shall, not later
than"--and I'm reading from page 2, starting in line 18,
original language in the law, and I'm not going to read the new
language. "The commission shall, not later than ten days after
such filing or the identification of an additional respondent
under subsection (2) of this section, serve on the
respondent"--this is what must be served--"a notice identifying
the alleged discriminatory housing practice, advising such
respondent of the procedural rights and obligations of
respon lents under the act, together with a copy of the original
complaint." So they get, based on the law, an identification of
the alleged discriminatory housing practice, notification of
procedural rights and obligations, and a copy of the original
complaint, so they know what it is that they're dealing with.
This is a situation where, I imagine, if you could wave around a
copy of an original complaint...I meant, not the complaint, but
an investigative report, not the final report, but while the
investigation is open and ongoing, there is an advantage that an
accused operator would have. As pointed out in that letter,
whether Senator Brown likes the author of the letter or not,
there is no other agency required to make records available or
investigations available while the investigation is ongoing.
HUD does not do that itself. They want copies of this
investigative report. That is not what ought to be forthcoming.
And I'm not bound by the foolishness or errors of people who
operate agencies. [ have often on this floor disagreed with
comments made by the heads of agencies, whether it's a judge,
the Attorney General, the head of HHS. If they are not
cognizant of what the consequences are of their actions, I'm not
bound by an inappropriate position that they take. I did ask
for additional information from a man in whom I do have
confidence. And the documentation mentioned in his letter
accompanies it. You can look at those statements that HUD gave
relative to the kind of information they do not allow to be
given. Ongoing investigations do not provide information to
accused entities or individuals. So to give copies of that
investigative report...

14018



